
The Pet Parent’s Guide to Flowers and Plants

Oleander 
Toxic to dogs and cats
Extremely toxic to the heart; can result in death if any portion 
of the plant is ingested.

Sago Palm
Toxic to dogs and cats
Can cause vomiting, bloody di-
arrhea, liver failure and, in some 
cases, seizures and death.

Kalanchoe aka Mother-
In-Law-Plant
Toxic to dogs and cats
Succulent; can cause heart arrhythmias and gastrointestinal 
side effects such as vomiting and diarrhea.

Autumn Crocus aka Meadow Saffron or  
Naked Lady
Toxic to dogs and cats
Can cause severe gastrointestinal signs such as bloody diar-
rhea, vomiting and liver/kidney damage; respiratory failure 
also can be seen (rare). 

Tulip
Toxic to dogs and cats 
Bulb is most toxic portion; can cause severe 
gastrointestinal signs such as excessive drool-
ing, vomiting and diarrhea. 

Daffodil
Toxic to dogs and cats
Bulb and flower are most toxic parts; can cause vomiting, di-
arrhea, difficulty swallowing, tremors, and difficulty breathing 
or heart arrhythmias (rare). 

Baby’s Breath 
Toxic to dogs and cats
Common white flower in many bouquets; can cause vomiting 
and diarrhea when ingested.

Lily
Toxic to cats
Lilies are lethally toxic to our feline 
friends. Cats can suffer fatal kidney 
failure just from biting into a lily leaf 
or petal, licking lily pollen from their 
paws, or drinking water from a vase 
with cut lilies in it. 

All members of the Lilium group produce a chemical that can 
damage cat kidneys. All parts of the plant are toxic (petals, 
pollen, stem and flower); the most toxic varieties are the 
tiger, day, Asiatic, Easter and Japanese show lilies. (Note: 
Calla lilies and peace lilies are not of the Lilium group, and 
although they are not harmless to cats if ingested, these 
plants do not cause renal failure.) Clinical signs include 
salivation, vomiting, decreased 
appetite, depression, and seizures 
in cats (rare). If you think your cat 
may have chewed on or ingested 
lily, don’t wait for signs of illness: 
Seek veterinary care immediately. 
If you live with cats, keep lilies out 
of your home!

Lily of the Valley
Toxic to dogs and cats
Can cause cardiac arrhythmias; pet may also show signs of 
depression, stupor, seizures, vomiting and diarrhea. Not a 
true lily species so does not result in acute kidney failure, but 
is still poisonous and must be treated aggressively.  

Azalea aka Rhododendron
Toxic to dogs and cats
All parts are toxic and can result in 
death; causes vomiting, diarrhea and 
excessive swallowing; can cause neu-
rologic signs such as incoordination, 
depression and coma; seek medical 
attention immediately if ingested. 

TOXIC to Pets: Keep Away!
The following are toxic to pets. Before bringing plants or flowers into your home, ensure they are non-toxic to pets: Ask 
your veterinarian or consult the sources listed in this flier. Time is of the essence when dealing with toxin ingestion. If you 
suspect ingestion or have questions or concerns, seek medical advice immediately. 

Please note that the listing above is not inclusive. Refer to the ASPCA’s Toxic and Non-Toxic Plants Database at  
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants for a more complete listing and 

additional images. See other side for non-toxic options, what to do in an emergency, and sources.   u
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•	 African Daisy aka Gerber Daisy
•	 African Violet 
•	 Alyssum 
•	 Aregelia aka Crimson Cup
•	 Bachelors Buttons aka Cornflower  
•	 Celosia Plumosa aka Cockscomb 
•	 Common Snapdragon 
•	 Easter Daisy 
•	 Phalaenopsis Orchid aka Moth or Moon Orchid 
•	 Rose (trim thorns)

NOT TOXIC to Pets
Although the following are non-toxic to dogs and cats, you probably don’t want your pets to destroy them ... or eat them. 
It’s best for your animal companion to follow a diet comprised of items recommended by your veterinarian. Try to place 
plants and flowers out of your pet’s reach. To prevent digging in plant soil, cover the pot with some sort of mesh with 
holes cut for the stems (e.g., window screening). You can also try placing large stones over the soil, or try double-sided 
sticky tape around the planter. 

See other side for plants and flowers that are toxic to pets.   u

Sources and More Information:

Pet Poison Hotline: Top 10 Plants Poisonous to Pets 
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/pet-owners/basics/top-10-plants-poisonous-to-pets/ 

ASPCA: 17 Poisonous Plants   
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/17-poisonous-plants

University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine: Poisonous Plant Garden    
http://vetmed.illinois.edu/poisonplants/plants.php

ASPCA: Toxic and Non-Toxic Plants Database  
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants

In an Emergency
1. Contact your primary care veterinarian’s office. They may be more closely located and available to assist you.
2. If it is after hours or VCA SFVS is more conveniently located, call (415) 401-9200 and provide the client service 

representative with your name and pet’s name; your location/estimated time of arrival; and your pet’s emergency.
3. Get support to safely transport your pet to VCA SFVS. If you have medical records related to your pet’s emergency, 

please bring those with you. If you believe your pet has ingested a toxic flower or plant but are unsure of what type 
it is, bring a sample with you.

VCA San Francisco Veterinary Specialists is available 24/7 for medical advice and emergencies: 
(415) 401-9200, 600 Alabama Street (at 18th Street), San Francisco. Online at vcasfvs.com.
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